Bookreport

The book I read is called Congo. By Michael Chrichton. It is 310 pages long.

This book was a fairly good book. The story of the book was very streached out. A lot of unnecesary text. The book would have been much better if it was’nt so streached out. The book has some good points. The expedition get into somuch trouble as a group of people can on three weeks.

The book is about a company in the USA whichis called ERTS (earth research technology services) this company sets out expeditions to various places in the world. One day when the company is linked up with a camera to an expedition in the rainforest in The Congo there is a loud hissing sound. The camera that the base in America is looking through gets knocked down. Screaming and shouting could be heard. When the kamera is destroyed the only thing that is on the film is the loud hissing sound and a shaddow of a big creature.

Ross is a worker at ERTS. She is only 23 years old but is verry smart. She gets the job to analise the shaddow of the large creature. After some houres of working she gets the image of a gorilla. Her boss does not take her seriously and explains to her that gorillas would never do anything like that. Her boss allso decides to send down a rescue team to the rainforest in The Congo. Ross is very eager to lad the expedition. With a lot of fussing she gets the job.

Since this is a rescue team, to rescue people from a or several Gorillas she brings along a biologist who studdys gorillas and their behaviour. His name is Elliot. Elliot is one of the best biologists. He is doing an experiment on a ape. The ape is called Amy. He is teachig Amy sign language. Amy can comunicate with humans and can understand what they say to her, but unfortuanally she can not speak.

This expedition sets out to Congo to hire one of the best guide, before they set out into the rainforest. The Chinease and Germany found out about ERTS expedition to The Congo and allso wants to hire the same guide as ERTS. At last they hire Munro. He is very skillfull in finding his way in the rainforest and is very experienced. When everyone is gathered they take a plane to the airport that is closest to the deep rainforest. When they arrive they have to change plane. But the plane they should have taken gets sabotaged, so they have to take another smaller plane.

The plane sets out to the deepness of the forest to find the first expedition. That has mystically vanished. All of a sudden the plane gets damaged on one of the motors and two fighter planes can be seen behind their plane.

The expedition can easily get into contact with the ERTS center and even Elliot’s office. The computors can also count out the time and distance to their goal. The expedition is set behind schedual and they are a whole day after the other two expedtioion.

Ross is keeping a secret from the other members of the expedition. She knows that she kan find blue diamonds where they are going. The place they are going to is called the lost city of Zinj. This is the ruins of a lost city that used to be inhabited by a tribe. Just beside the city is a volcano.

The plane is very badly hit and the expedition has to jump with parashoots out of the plane. When they land. They get themselves organised. They have to ways to go to their target. The first is over a river. This is the fastest way, but also the most dangerous. The second way is to go around the river. Ross decides to take the river since she is very keen on getting her diamonds and beating the other expeditions to the site. This is possible if they take the way over the river. So they do this.

When everyone is loaded on to the boats the expedition starts to go down the river. Soon it becomes darker. Hippos are (by other people) considered to be very nice animals. But they can also be very aggresive, especially at night. So when dark falls one person in every boat is holding a shotgun ready. A hippo is shot by the leading boat. But the second boat is not that fortunate and gets attacked. But at last they kill the hippo. They have a big cut in their boat. The expedition changes one boat. The rest of the night goes through without any conflikts. 

The next dey the expedition arrives at the lost city. They put up a camp and organize erverything. When there is a couple of houres left until sunset they take a look att the city. The city is very old and has drawings all over. Most of the drawings represent people and apes.

At about twelve o clock. There comes a loud hissing sound. All of a sudden the apes in the trees start to screem but after a couple of minuits they are silent againg. Only the hissing sound can be heard. There are 30-40 gorrlias ataking the camp. The machineguns that have been riggede up start shooting hystericly. At last there are no gorrilas left and the surroundings are once again quiet.

The next day the expedition starts to understand the drawings that have been drawn in the city. They tell a story about Gorrilas that where raised in the city to protect it. The gorrilas are still protecting it and are passing on the word to their children.

The night is silent untill about twelve o clock. Same procedure as the day before. The apes start to shriek. Then came the attak. Now with even moreGorrilas. There is shooting and the electric fence that has been put up around the camp is frying gorrilas like a bug lamp fries bugs. The rest of the night is silent. Very silent.

The next day the expedition realizes that something has to be dine to preven the gorrilas from attacking. There is almost no ammunition left. This is when Elliot comes up with the idea that will save the whole expedition. Amy is a gorrilla and so are the animals attaking them. Amy and Elliot sneak up to the nest of the gorrillas. When a gorrilas communicates with a nother Elliot recordes it on tape and Amy tells him the meaning.

At nigth when the gorrillas come a tape with gorrilla language is put on the highest volume. The tape sais, according to Amy. “Go away, Leave and we don’t need you”

The trick works and the next day the search for diamonds can start. At the end of the day Ross finds the diamonds in the volcano and riggs explosives to the volcano. The other members of the expedition are very negative toards this put ross does not care and bloes the whole mountain. Just after a deep rumbling sound can be heard and magma starts to come out of the volcano. The expedition panics. Everyone trys to get as much water and food as possible with them. But when they come to safety they are only 7 people left, and not much food or water.

The expedition goes the same way back. Everyone is half dead when they finnaly come to civilization and are brought home.

Now you know what I mean with that the book is over exadurated.

Ross: Ross is mostly interested in her diamonds. She would do almost anything to get them. In the beginning of the book she is very “I can do everything.” Later in the book she changes and gets more scared. She is 23 years old and very smart. She got the best grades in her klass.

Elliot: Elliot is a gorrilla biologist who studys gorrillas. He is in the middle of an experiment with a gorrilla Amy. She is a gorrilla who has been brought up with humans and has been thought sign language. Elliot is Amy’s best friend. Elliot has allways had a little scared point of view toards the expedition. But he gets to know everyon and calms down.

Amy: Amy is a gorrilla who is very smart. She can communicate to humans with sign language and she can even understand what humans are saying. She has been brought up with Elliot all her life. 

The setting takes place in the USA and congo. There is a big link between the USA and Congo. The crew down in Congo are connected with USA by sattelites and contact eachother several times daily.

In Congo there is a very hot and humid climate and the expedition has to bring several hundred litres of water.

In the USA at the office of ERTS no one leaves work. Not because they are’nt aloud but because they don’t want to. The expedition down in the congo also have contact with Elliots office. From there they get a lot of information relating Gorrillas.

In the book there are several plots. The americans are strugguling to get to the lost city of Zinj before the Germans and Japanease do. The three expeditions are always trying to slow eachother down. There is another plot going on between the Gorrilas and the people. The gorrilas have been trained to defend the city and do so when attacking the expedtion. A side plot in this is that Amy ran away with these gorrilas for just a few houres. But then came back. Another plot is that Ross wants to blow dynamite in the volcano to find diamonds. At last she does this and causes an eruption. A nother plot is that some of the adventurers in the epedition want to go home. 

There are a couple turning points in the plot. When the Americans come to the site first the other expeditions stop chasing them and go home. The ERTS expedition is then on it’s own.

When Ross blows away pieces of the volcano there is a truning point. The volcano gets an eruption and the expedition all of a sudden gets an urge to get away from the lost city.

